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THE 


RIGHT 

O  F 

PRECEDENCE 

between 

Phyjicians  and  Civilians 

.  .  ..  v.  '  7V- 

Enquir’d  into. 

I  Have  waited  hitherto,  with  no  little  Im¬ 
patience  ^  to  fee  fome  good  Effed  of  that 
Debate,  which  I  thought  was  happily  ftar- 
ted  at  a  late  Meeting  of  our  Univerfity, 
upon  the  Subjed  of  Precedence,  between  Pro- 
feffors  of  Law  and  Phyfick,  And,  tho’  I  can’t 
join  in  Opinion  with  the  worthy  Gentlemen 
who  firft  mov’d  in  it,  I  muft  needs  fay  the 

Mo- 
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Motion  was  feafonahle ,  and  well  became  him  i 
Far,  befides  that  he  intended  an  Honour  to  a 
Faculty  he  was  promoted  above,  and  was  fo 
f elf  denying  as  to  wave  all  Debates  of  that  Na¬ 
ture  as  long  as  he  was  a  Party  concern  d  m 
the  Motion,  he  did  what  in  him  lay,  to  put 
an  End,  by  Ant  barky  ,  to  a  Point  in  Controver¬ 
sy,  which  had  long  divided  the  Gentlemen 
of  thofe  two  Faculties j  and  I  am  very  much 
miitaken  if  the  fame  Perfon  does  not  hereaf¬ 
ter  prove  as  much  a  Friend  to  Piety  and 
Learning  in  his  other  Defigns,  as  he  has  been 
already  in  this ,  to  the  Peace  and  Agreement 
of  learned  Men* 

But,  to  my  great  Difappointment,  little  more 
has  been  fa  id  upon  the  Subjf&%  fin  qe  the  firft 
Debate/  tlj  an  what  has  been  argu’d  In  private, , 
more  for  the  Entertainment  of fingle  Gentle* 
men,  than  the  Ufeand  Information  of  Man¬ 
kind.  I  have  heard  that  the  Matter  is  brought 
to  a  Compromife ,  and  ProfelTors  in  both  Facul¬ 
ties  have  agreed  to  yield  Precedence  to  one 
another,  according  to  their  Standing,  and  the 
Date  of  their  Commencement* 

But  this  to  me  appears  no  fatisfa&ory  Way 
of  deciding  a  Point  of  fash  Importance.  And 
to  fpeak  freely,  it  is  but  drawing  a  Skin  over 
a  Wound,  and  giving  it  a  Face  of  Soundnefs, 
when  there  lies  Filth  and  Purylence  within \ 
which  will  another  Time  break-out  with 
more  Pain  and  greater  Danger. 

The 


O  )  ; 

'The  Time  h  approaching,  when  it  will  be 
proper  once  more  to  bring  this  Affair  upon  the 
Carpet^  and  I  am  humbly  of  Opinion,  that  the 
Point  is  of  fiich  Cmifequence,  that  it  ought  not 
to  fubfide ,  as  it  has  done  of  late  ^  it  ftouM 
neither  reft  Upon  that  flight  Baffle  it  receiv'd 
at  its  j Hr  ft  Appearance  in  Publick,  nor  be 
buff'd  up  in  Silence,undef  the  Pretence  of  any 
private  Accommodation,  which  the  Parties 
concern’d  have  fince  come  to,  foe  the  fake  of 
Civility  and  good  Manners  in  Company* 

I  am  one  of  thofe  who  love  Peace  upon  a 
good  Foundation,  and  do,  for  that  Reafcn,  no 
lefs  admire  Truth,  upon  which  alone  a  lafiing 
Peace  can  bt  founded.  And  as  l  am  qualify  d 
to  introduce  this  Matter  at  the  next  Meeting 
of  our  Univerfity,  and  fully  determin'd  to  do 
fo,  I  thought  it  reafonable  to  give  this  friendly 
Notice  to  ail  Parties,  that  they  ftudy  the  Pmntt 
and  make  themfelves  Mailers  of  it,  and  give 
it  fo  thorough  a  Canvaffing  in  what  manner 
they  think  fit,  as  to  leave  no  room  for  Excep¬ 
tion  and  Wrangling  when  the  Queftion  comes 
to  be  folemnly  debated  in  that  Affembly. 

But,  before  I  come  to  the  Merits  of  the 
Caufe  it  felf,  you  mull  give  me  Leave  to  make 
one  Obfervatwn  in  the  Way,  concerning  the 
Importance  of  Precedence  in  general,  which 
may  prove  of  lingular  Ufe  to  Mankind,  who 
are  for  the  moll  part  unappris'd  of  it. 

As  I  remember,  there  fell  a  very  raft  Ex- 
preffion  from  a  certain  Gentleman  (with 
whom  it  is  not  ufual  to  be  fo  unguarded )  who 

ap- 
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appear’d  an  Advocate  for  Phyficians,  when  the 
Motion  was  firft  made  to  thruft  them  from 
their  Place.  He  was  pleafcd  to  call  it  a  J Vo- 
inanijh  Debate,  if  I  took  him  right  but,  as 
much  a  Friend  as  I  am  to  his  Perfon  and  Caufe , 
I  will  not  follow  him  in  that  Opinion,  and 
will  farther  fay,  the  Expreffion  was  mean, 
and  beneath  the  Dignity  of  his  Chara8er<, 
There  is  an  ww&zWRefle&ion  couch'd  in  if  up¬ 
on  a  Sex ,  by  which  much  of  the  Decencies  of 
Life  and  little  Morals  are  fupported :  And  it 
does  not  agree  with  that  Tafte  of  Gallantry 
which  he  is  thought  to  have,  and  is  very  con¬ 
fident  with  his  Profeffon j  and  is  even  ungrate¬ 
ful  in  a  Man  of  that  Faculty,  which  is  more 
in  Favour  with  the  Ladies ,  than  any  other, 
except  Divinity . 

But  not  to  injtjl  upon  this,  I  can't  think,  as 
that  Expreffion  implies ,  that  the  Matter  is  at 
all  beneath  the  Confideration  of  thcgreatejlznd 
moft  learned  of  Men  :  On  the  contrary,  I  think 
the  Qpeftion  was  well  mov’d  ^  and  fince  it  has 
been  mov’d,  every  one  fhould  endeavour  to 
find  on  which  Side  of  the  Argument  the  Ad¬ 
vantage  lies  ^  and  I  wonder  that  in  this  Inter¬ 
val  of  Parliament  and  Bufinefs(yht  ufual  Vaca¬ 
tion  of  this  Kingdom)  fomething  has  not  been 
offer’d  before  this  Time  for  the  quieting}Azns 
Minds.  It  is  a  Difference  amongft  his  Maje- 
fty’s  Subjefts,  which  it  becomes  every  healing 
Spirit  to  compofe ,  and  is  a  Duty  both  of  Religi¬ 
on  and  Loyalty . 

i  ..  .  .. 
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I  would  afk.  Is  Precedence ,  or  Diftin&ion  of 
PJ  ace,  of  no  Moment  amongft  Men  ?  Are  Wo¬ 
men  only  concern’d  in  it  ?  Does  Society  owe  no¬ 
thing  of  Conveniency  to  it?  Is  it  indifferent,  whe¬ 
ther  a  Man  fits  at  a  Lady's  Elbow  or  her  pert 
Chaplain s  ?  near  a  So  op  at  the  Head  of  the  Ta¬ 
ble,  or  Beef  at  the  Bottom ?  Is  there  no  Advan¬ 
tage  in  thcfirfl  Plate,  or  the  eariieft  Compli¬ 
ment  of  the  Glafs ,  or  the  Refped  of  Waiters ,  or 
in  ruling  the  Books  at  a  Quarter-Scffions,  and 
being  honour’d  with  the  Cufiion  in  theFace  of 
one’s  Country  ?  Is  it  of  no  Confequence  to  be 
in  the  Eye  of  the  Government,  and  does  not 
Precedence  contribute  to  that  at  a  Tholfel  En¬ 
tertainment  ?  What  are  Academical  Degree^  fo 
dearly  purchas'd  for,  but  Place  •,  and  can  a 
Profeffor  anfwer  it  to  his  Trujl  or  Interefl  to 
disparage  Precedence  ?  For  what  other  Reafon 
in  Nature,  but  Precedence,  did  a  great  Man  of 
my  Acquaintance,  lately  become  cs  double  Grand- 
Compounder  for  his  Degree,  and  another  unde¬ 
ceive  Mankind,  or  rather  deceive  Women,  and 
buffer  himfelf  to  be  pronounc’d  a  venerable 
Man  in  fpite  of  h  is  youthful  Looks  ?  Shall  not 
the  fol  emit  Doftor — —  in  his  Chariot  take 
Place  of  plain  Mr.  —  —  in  his,  and  have  the 
Heels  of  him  in  Preferment,  according  to  the 
Start  he  has  in  Precedence . 

Give  me  Leave  to  fay,  that  the  Notion  of  the 
Infgnifcancy  of  Place  has  been  of  infinite  Pre¬ 
judice  to  many  worthy  Men,  and  of  as  great  Ad¬ 
vantage  to  others,  who  have  jufler  Thoughts  of 
it,  While  Dignity  finks  with  its  own  Weight, 
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the  Scam  of  Mankind  will  naturally  rife  a- 
above  it. 

I  have  a  pious  Concern  upon  me  for  all  the 
important  Mijlakes  of  Mankind,  and  this  a- 
mongthe  reft-,  as  to  which,  I  have  obferv’d 
a  flrong  Prejudice  runs  counter  to  the  Nature 
of  Things  and  the  Principles  of  Truth  and  Rea¬ 
son*  Sure  I  am,  "Nature  directs  every  P  erf  on 
and  Thing  to  maintain  its  Situation*  or  rather 
notfo  much  to  keep  its  own  Place,  as  to  a f pi  re 
and  difplace  others.  And  theReafon  is  plain, 
becaufe  that  is  a  Tendency  to  the  uppermofi 
Point,  and  an  Approach  to  Perfection  ^  and 
therefore,  contrary  to  common  Opinions,  I 
have  ever  thought  there  is  Piety  in  Pride  and 
Ambition,  and  that  it  is  a  Virtue  to  be  ^emu¬ 
lous  and  afpiring*  And  when  I  hear,  as  in 
my  Time  I  have  many,  conceited  Declamations 
againft  Pride ,  1  fufped  It  is  with  the  Defign  of 
a  Monopoly,  and  to  engrofs  it  ^  as  I  have  known 
an  ingenious  School-boy  fpit  in  his  Mefs  of 
Porridge,  not  to  abufe  the  good  Creature,  but 
to  fecure  it  ail  to  himfelf \  What  is  that  Do¬ 
minion  fo  early  given  to  Mankind,  but  Superi¬ 
ority  of  Power  and  Place ,  and  then  to  ad  up  to, 
it,  is  not  Womanijh ,  but  Manly .  And  if  that 
was  a  Precept ,  I  will  take  upon  me  to  fay, 
there  is  not  one  Point  of  Duty  fo  univerfally 
and  exadly  obferv’d. 

And  Society  has  fo  great  Confideration  of 
Place,  that  we  find  wife  Provifions  made  for 
the  regulating  of  it5afid  for  fettling  the  due  Pre¬ 
eminence  of  all  Degrees  of  Men,  and  an  Office 
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of  Heraldry  for  that  Purpofe,  which  may  b 
found  in  almcjl  every  Houfe  of  Quality,  I  could 
go  farther  than  this,  but  for  this  Reafon,  that 
it  is  out  of  my  Way,  and  none  of  rny  Bufinefs,  to 
determine  the  Force  of  great  Examples,  and  make 
Conclufions  upon  Scripture  ^  and  perhaps  my 
Friends  heft  Apology  is,  that  the  Bible  is  out  of 
the  Road  of  his  Profeffion  and  Study  *  but  I 
will  fay  thus  much,  that  as  I  have  obferv’d 
Divines  to  be  fo  far  fcriptural  in  their  Carriage, 
as  to  take  the  right  Hand  of  Fellowfnp  on  all  Oo 
cafions,  and  carry  their  Difputes  about  Place 
as  high  as  any  other  fort  of  Men,  fo  their  Prac¬ 
tice  (fuch  is  my  Deference )  is  to  me  the  beft 
Glofs  upon  Duty  ^  and  my  Convidion,  and  Ihould 
be  his.  And  this  plainly  determines  the  Point 
againfl  him,  and  Ihews  the  Importance  of  Pre¬ 
cedence  and  then  it  will  follow  in  Logick ,  that 
if  taking  Place  be  matter  of  Moment,  to  difpute 
about  Place  is  not  Womanifla  or  trivial . 

And  this  allow’d,  I  am  inclin’d  to  believe, 
that  upon  this  religious  Principle  all  our  late 
Promotions  of  Nobility  have  proceeded,  and 
that  fo  many  Gentlemen  have  procur’d  them- 
felvesTir/^not  astomzhavc  injur  zoufy  thought, 
that  they  might  take  Place  of  their  Betters , 
but  out  of  a  Senfe  of  Duty  ^  and  while  fome 
(alas!  too  w<z/yf)ignorantly  defpife  them  for  their 
worthlefs  Ambition,  I  regard  them  with  ano¬ 
ther  Eye,  and  honour  them  for  their  Piety ^  and 
Courage ,  and  Conference ,  and  even  Condefcention 
in  being  made  Great  and  do  from  my  Heart 
pity  fuch  as  cannot  b t  greater y  without  being 

B  2  lefso 
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hfls*  Indeed  the  Roll  of  our  Nobility  is  at 
prefent  very  voluminous ,  but  no  matter  for  that. 
If  there  were  more  of  them,  fuch  is  the  Duc¬ 
tility  of  my  Refpeds,  I  could,  with  a  fmaller 
quantity  of  Efteem,  do  Honour  to  them  all. 
I  make  the  fame  Account  of  Nobility  of  all 
Dates,  as  I  do  of  Books  :  I  value  the  Old  as 
ufually  more  exalt,  and  genuine, and.  ufeful ,  tho* 
commonly  unletter  dy  and  often  loofe  in  the  Bind¬ 
ing  j  and  I  value  the  New  becaufe  — - 

but  the  Notion  is  obvious ,  and  Ileave  my  Rea¬ 
der  to  purfueit.  [  was  led  into  thisCompari- 
fon  from  the  Curio  fa  F elicit  as  of  thofe,  whofe 
Way  it  is  to  pa  fie  their  Arms  and  Titles  of  Ho¬ 
nour  on  the  Reverfe  of  Title  Pages,  which  (hews 
the  Affinity  of  the  two.  My  Love  to  the  No¬ 
bility  has  made  me  fometimes  ferioully  lament 
the  great  Damp  muft  have  fallen  on  Honour 
and  laudable  Ambition,  had  the  Peerage  Bill 
fucceeded  in  England  \  but  I  had  this  Confo- 
lation,  that  had  the  Sluice  been  {hut  there,  the 
Flood  of  Honour  had  rifen  the  higher  here,  and 
overflow'd  this  my  native  Kingdom. 

I  could  here,  according  to  Cuflom ,  produce, 
in  favour  of  this  uncommon  Pofition,  many 
bright  Authorities,  and  have  now  before  me 
above  a  /core  of  Quotations,  gather’d  with  in¬ 
finite  Labour  from  St*  Chryfofiom ,  by  his  Index  ^ 
but,  to  the  Difcouragenient  of  my  Learning,  the 
Greek  Types  are  not  ready,  and  will  not  be  fet 
till  the  Twentieth  of  next  Month,  when  the 
following  Editions  of  this  Work  ffiall  be  en¬ 
rich'd  with  learned  Languages ,  in  great  Va¬ 
riety. 
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fiety .  The  Author  of  a  /dt<?  State-Sermon  fhould 
have  waited,  as  I  do,  rather  than  fuffer  his 
Learning  to  look  a  f quint  as  it  does,  and  make 
{o frightful  a  Figure  from  the  Prefs.  I  am  Matter 
of  the  Stock  a  flick  Art,  and  by  Virtue  of  that  I 
divine ,  that  thofe  Greek  Words  in  that  Dif- 
courfe  have  crept  from  the  Margin  into  the 
Text,  otherwife  than  the  Author  intended  ; 
and  indeed  fome  of  thofe  Greek  Maggots  arefo 
uneajy  in  and  ajhanid  of  their  Place,  that  they 
feem  to  be  upon  the  Crawl  backwards. 

I  hope  what  has  been  offer’d  will  clear  this 
Cafe  of  Confcience ,  and  is  fufficient  to  fhew  any 
Man  of  Candor,  and  who  loves  and  fearches  af¬ 
ter  Truth  as  I  do,  the  Importance  of  Place  and 
Precedency  amongft  Men,  that  the  Peace,  and 
Order ,  and  Honour  of  Society  is  owing  to  it; 
and  as  Women  have  been  remarkably  Jlrenuous 
.  in  affecting  thefe  Rights,  I  do  hereby  take 
upon  me  to  return  them  the  Thanks  of  Man¬ 
kind,  (afking  Pardon  for  the  Profeffor’s  Mi  [be¬ 
haviour)  and  do  wiffi  them  Per  fever  ance  and 
Succefs  in  all  their  laudable  Attempts  of  that 
Nature.  Let  them  enjoy  the  Wall  and  the 
right  Hand  of  us  from  this  Day  forward,  not 
in  Confideration  of  their  Weaknefs ,  or  out  of 
our  Courtefy ,  but  in  their  own  Right ,  as  Patri - 
ots,  and  ft  out  Defenders  of  the  Privileges  of 
their  own  and  our  Sex. 

But  to  proceed.  It  were  perhaps  a  proper 
Method  in  this,  as  in  other  Debates  concerning 
Precedency,  to  appeal  to  the  Herald’s  Office % 
and  be  determin’d  by  ufual  and  ftated  Rules 

there. 
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there,  how  Place  in  this  Cafe  is  to  be  given  or 
taken  •  bat  a  certain  Lord  has  affur’d  me  upon 
his  Honour ,  that  nothing  concerning  the  pre- 
fent  Queftion  is  there  taken  Notice  of  ^  and 
whatever  Orders  may  be  deliver’d  in  Heral¬ 
dry  about  perfonal  Precedence,  there  is  nothing 
faid  as  to  Faculties ,  except  only  this,  that  Doc¬ 
tors  in  Divinity,  and  thofe  not  Specialtfls ,  as 
we  ufe  to  call  them,  u  e.  fuch  as  have  receiv’d 
that  Degree  by  the  fpecial  Indulgence  and 
undeferv'd  Favour  and  Grace  of  the  Univerfity, 
fhall  have  a  Place  immediately  above  Efquires 
that  are  not  of  Noble  Families. 

Upon  which  Obfervation,  if  it  be  true,  as 
I  fear  it  is,  I  have  Reafon  to  apprehend  fome 
Difturbance  in  the  Country  amongft  the  La¬ 
dies  there  ^  therefore  I  do  prefent  my  moft 

humble  Service  to  Madam - Wife  to  a  very 

Reverend  Divine,  D.  D.  Speciali  Gratia ,  who 
has  of  many  Years  paft,  to  my  Knowledge,  in 
Miftake  of  her  Hufband’s  Right,  taken  Place 
at  Table  of  a  certain  Juftice  o’th’ Peace’s  Lady^ 
and  doadvife  her,  that  in  order  to  maintain  her 
Precedency,  Hie  wou’d  once  more  fend  her 
Spoufe  up  to  a  Commencement,  and  engage 
him  to  perform  his  Afts,  and  be  re-admitted, 
and  take  up  his  large  Cautionary  Bonds,  fot 
her  own  and  her  Childrens  Advantage 

And  I  wou’d  farther  obrerve,  for  the  Ufe  of 
Men  who  love  Place  without  a  Title  ro  it,  ei¬ 
ther  by  Law  or  Heraldry,  as  fome  have  a 
ftrange  Oilinefs  of  Spirit  which  carries  them 
upwards,  and  mounts  them  to  the  Top  of  all 

Com- 
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Company,  (Company  being  often  like  bottled 
Liquors,  where  the  light  and  windy  Parts  hur¬ 
ry  to  the  Head,  and  fix  in  Froth.)  I  wou’d  obr 
ferve,  I  fay,  that  there  is  a  fecret  Way  of  taking 
Place  without  fenfible  Precedence,  and  confe- 
quently  without  Offence .  This  is  a  ufeful  Se¬ 
cret,  and  I  will  publifh  it  herefrom  my  own; 
Pradice,  for  the  Benefit  of  my  Countrymen, 
and  the  univerfal  Improvement  of  Mankind, 
It  is  this.,  I  generally  fix  a  fort  oifirft  Me¬ 
ridian  in  my  Thoughts  before  I  fit  down,  and 
inftead  of  obferving  privately,  as  the  Way  is, 
whom  in  Company  1  may  fit  above  in  point  of 
Birth,  Age ,  Fortune ,  or  Station ,  I  confider  only 
the  Situation  of  the  Table  by  the  Points  in 
the  Compafs,  and  the  nearer  lean  get  to  the 
Eaff  (which  is  a  Point  of  Honour  for  many 
Reafons  for— Porre&a  Majeflas  ad ortum  foils') 
I  am  fo  much  the  higher  ^  and  my  good  For¬ 
tune  is  to  fit  fometimes,  or  for  the  mofi  part, 
due  Eaft,  fometimes  N.  b.  E.  feldom  with 
greater  Variation  \  and  then  I  do  my  felfHo* 
nour,  and  am  blefs’d  with  invifible  Precedence, 
myjlical  to  others and  the  Joak  is,  that  by  this 
means  I  take  Place  (for  Place  is  but  Fancy) 
of  many  that  fit  above  me  ^  and  while  mofi 
People  in  Company  look  upon  me  as  a  modefk 
*  Man,  I  know  my  felf  to  be  a  very  affumng. 
Fellow,  and  do  often  look  down  with  Contempt 
on  fome  at  the  upper  End  of  the  Table.  By  this 
Craft  I  at  once  gratify  my  Humour ,  (which  is 
Pride)  and  preferve  my  Character  and  this  I 
take  to  be  the  Art  of  Life.  And  flicking  to 

this 
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this  Rule,  I  generally  poffefs  a  middle  Place 
in  Company,  even  in  the  vulgar  Account,  and 
am  at  Meat  as  wife  Men  would  be  in  the 

World, 

■ 

Extremi  Primorwn,  Extremis  ufque  Priores . 

And  to  this  Purpofe,  my  Way  is  to  carry  a 
littlePocket-Compafs  in  my  leftFobb,and  from 
that  I  take  my  Meafures  imperceptibly,  as 
from  a  Watch,  in  the  ufual  Way  of  comparing 
Time  before  Dinner  •  or  if  I  chance  to  forget 
that,  I  eonfider  the  Situation  of  the  Parifh- 
Church,  and  this  is  my  never  failing  Regula¬ 
tor. 

I  know  fome  People  take  another  Way  for 
this,  and  place  themfelves  neareft  the  Difh 
they  like  belt  ,  and  their  Ambition  is  gratify ’d 
where  their  Appetite  is  fo.  Eating  well  is 
commonly,  and  with  Juftice,  call’d  Good  Li¬ 
ving,  and  their  Rule  is  that  of  Horace  , 

Jjt  quocunque  locofueris  vixijje  libenter 

Te  die  as  — : — — 

# 

And  it  mu  ft  be  allow’d  as  a  Standard,  their 
Honour  lies  in  theirStomach  as  indeed  I  have 
always  thought  that,  contrary  to  vulgar  No¬ 
tions,  the  Seat  not  of  Honour  only,  but  of  in  oft 
great  Qualities  of  the  Mind,  as  well  as  of  the 
Diforders  of  the  Body. 
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Give  me  Leave  to  explain  my  felf.  1  think 
I  can  reduce  to  this  one  Principle  all  the  Pro- 
perries  of  the  Mind:,  and,  by  the  Way,  as  1  take 
our grand  Devourer  of  Fire  to  have  the  beft  Sto¬ 
mach  of  any  Man  living,  I  conclude  him 
the  greateft  Perfon  our  Age  or  any  other  has 
produc’d,  not  excepting  Cato's  .Daughter  *5  nor 
fhall  Time,  altho’  edax]rerum ,  ever  digfeff  the 
Memory  of  one  who  has  a  better  Appetite 
than  even  Time  it  felf.  But  to  go  on,  Does  not 
the  Stomach  make  Men  Ambitious ,  Covetous , 
Amorous ,  Obfequious^  and  Timeferving  .<?  What 
made  a  certain  Judge  keep  his  Place  on  the 
Bench  when  his  Brethren  left  it,  but  his  Senfe 
of  Honour,  i.e.his  keen  Appetite?  Does  not  the 
Stomach  alone  carry  all  Debates  in  both. 
Houfes,  and  fupport  Parties,  and  make  Court- 
Parafites  lofe  their  Dinners  fometimfs, that  they 
and  theirs  may  dine  the  better  all  their  Lives 
after  ?  Don’t  wre  ufe  to  fay  a  Man  of  Honour 
Stomachs  an  Indignity  ?  Is  not  Englifo  Feeding 
the  Foundation  of  Englifi  Bravery,  and  good 
Claret,  of  fieri#  and  French  Sprightlinefs. 

In  ihon.Courage,  Honour and  Senfe 0  and 
all  Arts  andSciences,  take  their  Rife  here  ,  and 
this  an  Antient  has  obferv’d,  Magifler  artis .  in- 
geniique  lav  git  or  Venter  :  Which  if  it  be  true,  I 
will  take  upon  me  to  declare  our  vulgar  Saying, 
that  Men  have  Guts  in  their  Brains ,  is  a  vulgar  Er¬ 
ror, and  fnould  be  redify5d,and  that  rather  their 
Brains  are  in  their  Guts  a,  and  when  we  fee 
fome  Men  lefs  Couragious,  Witty,  or  Learn’d, 
than  others,  we  fliou’d  pity  their  bad  Stomachs 
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or  Indigeftion,  rather  than  their  Incapacity  or 
Indifpofition  of  Brain  :  I  am  fo  fenfibie  of  this, 
that  I  have  of  many  Years  difus’d,  as  an  Ab- 

furdity,  that  Saying  to  a  fimple  Fellow - 

God  help  your  Head  *  bu  t  I  wifh  him  ,with  more 
Propriety,  a  good  Stomach,  or  a  better  Din¬ 
ner. 

I  cou’d  here  Ch  im  i  co  -  Mechanically  refolve 
Mens  Parts  into  their  Feeding,  and  fliew 
what  fort  of  Humours  and  Genius  muft  ne- 
ceflarily  proceed  from  particular  forts  of  Meats* 
and  explain  a  great  deal  of  the  Heathen  My¬ 
thology  by  it but  this  I  referve  for  a  Treatife 
by  it  felf.  Yet  this  I  will  fay,  that  a  Writer’s 
Stomach,  Appetite,  and  Victuals,  may  be 
judg’d  from  his  Method,  Stile,  and  Subjed, 
as  certainly  as  if  you  were  his  Mefs-fellow, 
and  fat  at  Table  with  him.  Hence  we  call  a 
Subjed  dry,  a  Writer  infipid ,  Notions  crude 
and  indigefted,  a  Pamphlet  empty  orhungry, 
a  Stile  jejune,  and  many  fuch  like  Exprefiions, 
plainly  alluding  to  the  Diet  of  an  Author 
and  I  make  no  manner  of  Doubt  but  Tully 
grounded  that  Saying  of  Helluo  Librorum  upon 
the  fame  Obfervation. 

Now,  1  fay,  it  is  evident,  if  this  be  true, 
that  every  Man  at  Meat  is  rnoft  honour  d  when 
he  is  moft  humour  d,  or  when  he  fits  neareft 
to  that  which  pleafes  his  Palate  beft  }  and  con- 
fequently  that  is  the  firft  Place  to  him  upon 
that  Principle,  and  fuch  Men  muft  be  allow’d 
to  have  the  trueft  Tafte  of  Honour  of  all  others. 

I  have  obferv’d  thefe  fort  of  People  have  gene- 
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rally  a  great  Propenfity  toRoaft  Beef:,  and  it 
will  be  granted,  that  to  fit  even  at  the  Foot 
of  the  Table  next  a  Sir-Loin,  which  is  a  Dilh 
of  Dignity,  and  of  old  hereditary  Knight¬ 
hood,  is,  in  Stridnefs  of  Heraldry,  more  ho¬ 
nourable  than  a  Place  next  the  biggeft  plain 
Country  Squire  at  the  upper  End,  and  I  have 
often  chofen  it. 

But  to  return  from  this  ufeful  Digrefilon : 
The  noble  Perfonage  afore-mention’d,  who 
honour’d  me  with  his  Sentiments  upon  this 
abflrufe  Point,  mu  ft  be  allow’d  to  have  as 
good  a  locql  Memory  as  any  Lord  in  the  King¬ 
dom,  and  has  never  been  known  once  to 
mi  (lake ,  or  for get ,  or  recede  from  that  Place 
of  Diftindion  which  is  due  to  him.  He  cou’d 
fettle  the  Forms  of  a  Royal  Enterrment ,  and 
adjuft  the  Ceremonies  of  a  Coronation ,  if  Oc¬ 
casion  were  *5  and  I  muft  add,  but  that  he 
has  more  Honour  than  to  be  officious ,  he  could 
have  determin’d  that  late  controverted  Point 
of  an  Englijh  Bifhop’s  Place  amongft  ours,  and 
had  fav’d  the  Houfe,  had  he  been  call’d  up¬ 
on,  the  Trouble  and  Delays  of  refering  to 
Englijh  Precedents. 

1  fay,  his  Lordfhip  (who  is  expert  in  He¬ 
raldry,  and  as  communicative  of  that  ufeful 
Knowledge  as  becomes  noble  Spirits)  has  af- 
fur’d  me,  there  is  no  Notice  taken  in  that 
Science  of  any  Diftindion  of  Place  for  learn¬ 
ed  Faculties,  and  for  mechanical  ones,  fuch 
as  appear  on  Collar-Days,  or  riding  the  Fran - 
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chifes  5  they  are  below  the  Thoughts  of  a 
Man  of  Quality.  He  pretends  not  to  know1 
what  By-Laws,  or  private  Com  pads  of  Pre¬ 
cedency,  there  may  be  between  Goldsmiths 
and  Grocers ,  Vintners  and  Shoemakers . 

I  have  now  before  me  a  1  able  of  Prece¬ 
dence,  given  me  by  the  fame  noble  Hand, 
reaching  down  from  a  Prince  of  the  Blood 
to  a  Country  Squire,  and  regarding  every 
Branch  of  their  Families  in  the  minute  ft  Man¬ 
ner  *  which  I  referve  for  my  own  Ufe,  and 
am  envious  enough  to  deny  it  to  the  World, 
and  the  rather,  that  it  is  to  be  found  in  Mac- 
frenzy  and  Gwillirn ,  and  may  be  had  for  half  a 
Crown  in  the  Office. 

The  Cafe  being  fo,  there  can  be  no  other 
Way,  as  I  conceive,  of  deciding  a  Queftion 
of  Precedency  between  the  two  Faculties  of 
Law  and  Phyfick,  but  by  enquiring  into  their 
Antiquity  and  Dignity  ,  and  which  foever  of 
them  Fhall  appear  to  be  moft  ancient  and 
liioft  ufeful  to  the  World,  1  prefume,  the 
World  will,  in  Juftice,  think  fit  to  have  the 
greater  Honour  for,  and  give  the  Precedence 
to, 

I  take  it  for  granted,  that  Priority  of  Time, 
c&teris  paribus ,  gives  a  Preference  of  Place, 
and  this  naturally,  or  by  common  Confent  j 
for  that  I  take  to  be  the  Meaning  of  Nature 
in  moft  Cafes,  viz .  what  is  found  reafonable 
in  itfelf,  and  has  been  always  agreed  to  by 
Mankind,  and  is  confirm’d  by  conftant  and 

un- 
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uninterrupted  Practice  ^  and  this  I  defire 
feme  young  Preachers  to  take  good  Notice  of* 
and  get  by  rote,  i  likewife,  by  the  Way, 
take  upon  me,  now  I  think  of  it,  to  advife  a 
certain  Deacon  of  my  Acquaintance,  to  read 
Doftpr  Cumberland  all  through,  and  twice,  be¬ 
fore  he  prefumes  to  plead  the  Law  of  Nature 
in  the  Pulpit:,  to  learn  Mathematicks,  before 
he  pretends  to  demonstrate  there  ^  to  perufe 
Ariflotle,  Tacitus,  and  the  State-Trads,  before 
he  meddles  with  Politicks  and  be  able  to 
ad  Eteocles ,  before  he  attempts  Greek  Quota¬ 
tions  in  his  Sermons.  What  if  Jocafta  or  An¬ 
tigone  fliou’d  hear  a  Mifpronunication  from 
the  Pulpit,  or  any  other  of  thofe  young  Greeks 
who  fo  lately  did  an  Honour  to  Euripides , 
tranfported  their  Audience  into  Thebes ,  and 
infpir’d  the  old  Batchelors  on  the  foremoft 
Bench,  with  th  at  GTCuS'oi&tllw  v£o>ltv\  which  they 
fo  handfomly  reprefented. 

I  fay.  Time  gives  a  natural  Right  of  Prece¬ 
dence  by  common  Con  fen  t,  and  hence  Age 
is  honour’d  above  Youth,  and  by  it.  The 
very  Heathens  thought  it  Indecency,  and  a 
Trefpafs  in  point  of  Manners,  fi  juvenis  feni 
non  ajfurrexerit ,  if  a  young  Man  did  not  rife  up 
and  give  way  to  an  older  and  the  Canonifts  I 
hope  will  be  ingenuous  enough  to  own,tho’  in 
this  Argument  againft  their  Brethren  the  Ci¬ 
vilians,  that  it  was  a  Rule  of  the  Primitive 
Church,  that  a  Deacon  Ihould  not  fit  in  the 
Prefence  of  a  Presbyter :  In  a  Word,  Wifdom 
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and  Experience,  which  are  divine  Qualities, 
are  the  Properties  of  Age,  and  make  it  ho¬ 
nourable,  and  Youth  in  the  want  of  them 
contemptible. 

But  I  don’t  fay  this  to  mortify  or  difcou- 
rage  young  Men.  I  wou’d  not  by  any  means 
have  them  defpife  themfelves,  for  that  is  the 
ready  Way  to  be  defpis’d  by  others,  and  the 
Confequences  of  Contempt  are  fatal.  For  iny 
part,  I  take  Self-conceit  and  Opinionativenefs 
to  be  of  all  others  the  moft  ufeful  and  profi¬ 
table  Quality  of  the  Mind.  It  has,  to  my 
Knowledge,  made  Bifhops,  and  Judges,  and 
fmart  Writers,  and  pretty  Fellows,  and  plea- 
fant  Companions,  and  good  Preachers.  It  is 
a  fure  Way  of  being  agreeable  to  the  La¬ 
dies,  who  ever  judge  of  Men  as  they  obferve 
Men  do  of  themfelves.  If  all  Men  were  to 
have  the  fame  Opinion  of  themfelves  that  o- 
thers  have  of  them,  there  wou’d  not  be,  out 
of  tneer  Shame,  above  two  Sermons  next 
Sunday  in  this  large  City,  nor  five  Lawyers 
to  go  through  with  the  Bufinefs  of  next  Term. 
Self-conceit  fupports  the  Dignity  of  Church 
and  State,  and  I  pronounce  him  an  Enemy 
to  the  Publick  who  is  fo  to  that. 

Much  lefs  do  I  intend  any  Trouble  to  young 
Clergymen  of  the  Court  or  City  by  the 
foregoing  Remark,  as  if  becaufe  Deacons  of 
old  ufed  to  (land  before  Prefbyters,  that  now 
it  were  fit  to  rife  when  they  come  in,  or  give 
the  Civility  of  the  Hat  or  Wall  to  any  rufty 
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Rum  in  the  Street  •  I  know  the  Inconvenience 
of  that  miftaken  Piece  of  old  Breeding  to 
both  Parties,  and  think  it  prudently  laid  afide. 
It  is  Refpeft  to  an  old  Parfon,  not  to  oblige 
him  to  uncover  in  the  Cold,  and  unfocket  his 
Head  with  both  Hands,  and  fo  daggle  his 
Gown  out  of  Ceremony  j  it  is  the  fame  Re- 
fped  to  a  fpruce  Bob,  to  let  it  lie  quiet  and 
undifturb’d  in  its  Hat-cafe.  I  know  no  Rea- 
fon  why  Powder  and  Oil  fhould  fubmit  to 
Greafe  and  Greynefs,  that  a  white  Wig  fliou’d 
lower  to  hoary  Hair,  or  a  brufh’d  Bever 
ftrike  to  a  Carolina  Hat  with  Stays. 

I  cannot  forbear  here  to  applaud  the  pre- 
fent  Refinement  of  Ecclefiafticks  in  their  Ha¬ 
bits,  and  fay  they  are  more  primitive  and 
regular  in  their  Drefs  than  thofe  of  any  Age 
before  them.  A  Clergyman  ought  to  be 
xoV/w®',  u  e.  not  as  we  read  of  good  Behaviour , 
but  well  drefs’d,  as  indeed  nothing  contributes  v 
more  to  polite  Behaviour  than  good  Cloaths. 
This  is  a  various  Reading.  And  here  I  ob- 
ferve,  for  the  Ufe  of  young  Stagers  in  Divini¬ 
ty,  that  nothing  will  bring  them  into  greater 
Repute  for  deep  Learning,  than  to  enterprize 
in  Criticifm,  and  adventure  betimes  to  change 
the  common  Reading  of  any  Text  in  the  Bible . 
This  fingle  Word  is,  in  my  Opinion,  enough 
to  vindicate  their  Silks  and  Velvets  againft  all 
the  Fanaticks  in  Chriftendom 9  and  our  own 
Canons  to  back  them. 

§  If 


(  H  )  . 

It  is  an  old  Obfervation,  that  Piety  is  mofl> 
ly  fupported  by  the  Female  Sex  *  fo  that 
whatever  is  agreeable  to  them,  is  for  the  Ad¬ 
vantage  of  Religion  and  confequently  the 
Clergy  ihou’d  drefs  in  Refpecl  to  the  Ladies, 
(/.  e.)  for  the  Good  of  the  Church  :  And  in¬ 
deed  I  have  known  fome  of  the  younger  Sort, 
that  could  not  preach  with  a  ruffled  Band ,  or 
a  Wig  out  of  Curl  ^  and  a  certain  Lady  of  my 
Acquaintance,  very  religious ,  and  who  had 
a  good  Tafle  of  Men,  always  made  a  Judg¬ 
ment  from  the  Air  and  Drefs  of  the  Preacher, 
and  never  relifh’d  any  Doftrine  that  came 
not  recommended  with  a  Scarf  and  a  Dia¬ 
mond  Ring .  lam  not  one  that — Ambitio - 

fa  recidit  ornament  a,  wou’d  ftrip  the  young 
Clergy,  and  retrench  their  Decencies  of  Drefs : 
So  far  from  it,  that  I  wiffi.  them  with  all  my 
He  art  greater  Elegance ,  and  finer  Apparel . 
Well  fire  the  Heart  of  that  fprightly  Youth, 
a  Deacon  of  this  Church,  who  I  forefee  fliall 
firft  adventure  to  hoop  his  canonical  Coat,  and 
border  his  Band  or  Shirt  with  Mechlin-Lace , 
or  a  modeft  Fringe . 

But  to  return  from  this  Incident  to  my  Sub- 
jeft  again,  (from  which  a  vaft  impetuous 
Force  of  Wit  and  Learning,  and  Love  of  my 
Country,  have  led  me  devious)  the  niceft 
Logicians  will  allow  it  a  fair  Way  of  argu¬ 
ing  in  all  Cafes,  to  refer  to  Things  what  is 
true  as  to  Perfons  ^  and  therefore  I  conclude, 
if  Phyfick  be  a  Faculty  more  ancient  than 
a  that 
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that  of  Civil  Law,  then  it  literally  goes  be - 
fore  it,  (u  e.')  takes  Place  of  it  ^  and  I  hope 
it  will  not  be  denied,  that  Phyfick  is  as  old 
as  the  Occafion  of  it  ^  as  old,  indeed,  within 
a  few  Days  as  Mankind,  which  can  by  no 
means  be  faid  of  the  other,  (in  Comparifon) 
Upftart  Profefiion,  unlefs  any  one  will  be  fo 
hardy  to  affirm,  there  was  a  DoBors-Com- 
tnons  or  Bifhop’s  Court  in  Paradife.  And 
if  any  Man  ffiould  infift  to  know  the  Year 
and  Day  of  the  Rife  of  Phyfick,  I  take  him  to 
be  ignorant  of  Religion  and  Hilfory,  and  will 
difdain  an  Anfwer  ^  tho’  I  could  tell  him  not 
only  what  the  firft  Diftemper  was,  and  that 
Epidemical,  viz s.  a  Falling  Sicknefs,  but  al- 
fo  who  it  was  that  cur’d  it  ^  but  I  don’t 
think  fit  to  gratify  Dullnefs  and  Ignorance 
fo  far. 

I  have  ever  blam’d  St.  Jerom  in  my  Heart 
for  Indifcretion,  that  when  fome  pragmati¬ 
cal  Deacons  fet  up  for  Equality  with  Prefby- 
ters,  he,  to  humble  them,  made  Prefbyters 
equal  in  EfFeft  to  Bifhops  •,  and  I  could  do 
fomething  of  the  fame  Kind  in  the  prefent 
Difpute,  and  fhew  thofe  affuming  Civilians, 
that  they  can  with  fo  little  Reafon  arrogate  a 
Place  above  Phyficians,  or  an  Equality  with 
them,  that,  in  my  humble  Opinion,  fome 
Faculties  which  they  have  in  Contempt,  are 
fuperior  to  them  in  point  of  Time,  which  I 
have  already  prov’d  to  be  the  natural  Ground 
of  Precedency  *,  and  it  is  enough  here  but 

to 
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to  name  the  excellent  Faculties  of  Mnfck  arid 
Poetry ,  whofe  Antiquity,  I  think,  no  Man  of 
Senfe  or  Modefty  will  call  in  Queftion. 

But  having  mention’d  Poetry,  I  muft  go  a- 
fide  a  little,  tofalute  my  worthy  Friend  the 
Profejfor  of,  (or  to  fpeak  more  properly)  the 
Header  in,  that  Faculty  in  Oxford \  who  has 
befriended  the  World  fo  much  by  his  incom¬ 
parable  Performances  of  that  kind,  efpeci- 
ally  his  lateft:  I  will  own  he  has  taught  me, 
and  I  believe  fome  other  Gentlemen  who  had 
loft  their  Latin ,  the  true  Grammatical  Con- 
ftrudion  of  Virgil ,  and  deferves  not  our  Ac¬ 
knowledgments  only,  but  thofe  of  Eaton  and 
Wefminfter .  1  am  fenfible,  Conftrudion  is 

as  neceffary  to  the  Relifh  and  Ufe  of  an  Au¬ 
thor,  as  Chewing  is  to  Tafte  and  Digeftion. 
However,  I  muft  take  upon  me  to  admonifh 
him  of  one  great  Miftake ,  and  I  know  that 
the  Modefty  of  the  Man,  and  the  good  Na¬ 
ture  familiar  to  him,  and  which  fhines  as 
much  in  his  Converfati on,  as  Wit  and  true 
Poetry  does  in  his  Works,  will  bear  it  from 
a  Friend  :  He  has  more  than  once,  as  I  re¬ 
member,  put  jeffamine  for  Sweetmarj or ar% 
the  true  Verfion  but  as  this,  and  a  few 
more,  are  his  only  Variations  from  the  Let¬ 
ter  of  the  Original,  it  may  well  be  excus’d:, 
my  Fear  is,  that  School-boys  may  come  to 
fuffer  by  his  Miftake,  1  dare  venture  to  af- 
firm,  in  Favour  of  that  good  Pot-herd,  that 
Sweetmarjoram  is  not  improper  either  in 
Broth  or  Heroicks •  Tbo’ 
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Tho9  I  think  what  has  been  urgM  Is  fuf- 
ficient  to  weigh  in  Favour  of  the  Faculty  I 
have  here  efpous’d  ^  yet,  upon  Occafion,  I 
could  allow  all  this  to  go  for  nothing,  and 
place  the  Controverfy  upon  another  Footing- 
and  argue  from  the  natural  Dignity  of  Me-* 
dicine  it  felf,  and  the  univerfal  Ufe  and  Be¬ 
nefit  of  it  to  Mankind  :  For  it  is  well  known, 
that  Phyfick  has  been  always  neceffary  to 
the  World,  and  what  Mankind  cannot  be 
without.  If  has  been  requifite  in  all  Ages 
and  Places,  which  is  more  than  can  be  af~ 
ferted  in  behalf  of  Law,  either  Civil  or  Ca¬ 
non.  I  don’t  believe  they  know  any  Thing 
of  thefe  in  China  or  the  Mogul's  Country,  but 
we  know  they  do  of  Phyfick,  which  prevails 
in  the  Baft,  which  fupplies  us  with  great 
part  of  our  Materia  Medic and  no  Englijh 
Man  ought  in  Gratitude  to  forget,  that  the 
great  Genius  and  Honour  of  England  was 
cur’d  of  a  Fit.  of  the  Gout  by  a  falutary  Mofs 
from  the  Eaffi 

But  that  is  not  all:  The  Force  of  Phyfick 
goes  farther  than  the  Body,  and  is  of  Ufe  in 
relieving  the  Mind  under  moft  of  its  Difor- 
ders :  And  this  I  dare  venture  to  affirm, 
having  frequently  made  the  Experiment  up¬ 
on  my  own  Perfon  with  never-failing  Succefs  * 
and  this  I  did  by  the  Direction  of  my  wor¬ 
thy  Parifh-Minifter,  who  is  indeed  an  excel¬ 
lent  Divine,  and  withal  an  able  Phyfician, 
and  a  good  Phylician  only,  to  be  the  better 

D  2  Divine, 
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Divine.  That  good  Mar)  has  often  quieted 
my  Confcience  with  an  Emetick ,  has  diffipa- 
ted  trouble fome  Thoughts  with  a  Cordial  or  exbi¬ 
terating  Drops ,  has  cur’d  me  of  a  Love  Fit  by 
breathing  a  Vein ,  and  remov’d  Anger  and  Re¬ 
venge  by  the  Prefcription  of  a  Draught,  thence 
call’d  Bitter  ^  and  in  thefe  and  other  Inftan- 
ces  has  convinc’d  me,  that  Phyfick  is  of  Ufe 
to  the  very  Soul,  as  far  as  that  depends  on 
the  Crafis  of  the  Body. 

- — — ■  Mentem  fanari  corpus  ut  *grumy 
Cernitnus  etfle&i  Medicind  poffe  videmus . 

Lucret. 

And  I  am  fo  fully  perfwaded  of  this,  that  I 
never  fee  a  Wretch  go  to  Execution,  but  I 
lament  that  he  had  not  been  in  the  Hands  of 
a  good  Phyfician,  who  wou’d  have  correfted 
thofe  peccant  Humours  of  his  Body  which 
brought  him  to  that  untimely  Death. 

Now  can  any  Thing  like  this  be  pleaded  in 
Behalf  of  one  or  other  of  the  two  Laws  we 
are  dealing  with,  or  of  both  together  ?  By 
the  Way,  I  mu  ft  obferve  here,  that  thefe  two 
Laws,  Civil  and  Canon,  are  put  in  Couples' 
for  their  Unluckinefs,  and,  I  think,  they 
ought  to  be  muzzled  too.  And  here  lies  the 
Difad  vantage  of  the  prefent  Difpute,  Phyfick 
we  know  is  a  plain  fimple  Thing  j  now  that 
this  Angle  Faculty,  without  one  Friend  on 
Earth  to  take  itfs  Parr,  and  be  a  Second, 

Ihould 
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fhould  difpate  with  a  Pair  at  once,  is  as  if 
one  poor  Blood-Hound  (hould  engage  with  a 
Couple  of  Maiftiffs  or  that  a  Man  (hould 
fight  a  Gentleman  and  his  Lackey,  or  with 
a  Angle  Rapier  againft  Sword  and  Piftol  : 
’Tis  very  foul  Play,  and  Standers-by  Ihould 
interpofe  :  So  hard  are  the  Terms  of  this 
Debate  ^  but  there  is  no  Help  for  it  :  Thefe 
two  fall  Friends  can  fcarce  be  parted,  and 
are  feldom  found  afunder,  they  muff  rife 
and  fall  together.  My  Lord  Bacon  ufed  to 

fay,  very  familiarly* - When  I  rife,  my  A — 

rifes  with  me.  I  afk  Pardon  for  the  Rudenefs 
of  the  Allufion  but  it  is  certain  that  the 
Canon  Law  is  but  the  Tail,  the  Fag-end,  or 
Footman  of  the  Civil,  and  like  Vermin  in 
rotten  Wood,  rofe  in  the  Church  in  the  Age 
of  its  Corruption,  and  when  it  wanted  Phy/ick 
to  purge  it. 

But  1  am  weary  of  proving  fo  plain  a  Point. 
To  me  it  is  clear  beyond  Contradiction,  that 
the  Antiquity  and  Dignity  of  Phyfick  do  give 
it  the  Precedence  of  Civil  Law  and  its  Friend. 
I  could  here  very  eafily  (lop  the  Mouths  of 
Ecclefiaftical  Civilians,  by  an  Example  or 
two  of  great  Authority  ^  but  I  hope  they 
will  take  the  Hint,  and  fave  me  the  Trou¬ 
ble  :  And  for  Lay-ProfelTors,  I  will  only 
fay,  he  that  is  not  convinc’d,  has  little  Senfe, 
not  only  of  Religion  (perhaps  that  is  their 
lead  Confideration)  but  of  good  Manners ,  and 
Loyalty ,  and  good  Felkvfhip .  The  Blood  of 
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the  de  Me  diets  flows  in  the  belt  Veins  in  Europe , 
and  I  know  not  how  far  any  Slight  offer’d  to 
the  Faculty  may  exafperate  the  prefent  King 
of  France ,  or  the  Grand  Duke,  to  a  Refent- 
ment  prejudicial  to  our  Wines  and  the  publick 
Peace ,  and  the  prefent  Poflure  of  Affairs-  x\ll 
that  love  their  Country  and  right  good  Florence , 
will  perceive  by  this  on  which  Side  of  the 
Argument  they  ought  to  appear. 

And  now  fqr  the  universal  Peace  of  Man¬ 
kind,  I  make  the  following  Rule,  to  be  ob- 
ferv’d  by  all  ProfelTors  in  each  Faculty,  and 
their  Underftrappers ;  I  decree,  that  a  Dodor 
of  Phyfick  fhall  take  Place  of  a  Dodor  of 
Laws  ^  a  Surgeon  of  an  Advocate,  an  Apov 
thecary  of  a  Prodor  of  Office,  and  a  Tooth- 
Drawer  of  a  Regifter  in  the  Court.  I  intend¬ 
ed  this  for  a  Parallel  j  but  here  it  fails  me3 
and  the  Lines  meet. 

I  fhall  now  only  obferve  farther,  that  as 
the  Cafe  feems  defperate  on  the  Side  of  Ci¬ 
vilians  in  Point  of  Reafon,  fo  I  hear  they  have 
another  Game  to  play,  and  are  for  appealing 
to  Authority,  as  I  have  known  a  School-Boy, 
fairly  beaten  at  Cuffs,  run  with  a  bloody 
Nofe  to  complain  to  his  Matter.  I  am  credi¬ 
bly  inform’d,  there  is  a  Defign  on  Foot  to 
bring  in  Heads  of  a  Bill  in  Favour  of  Civili¬ 
ans  next  Seflion  of  Parliament }  but  how  ge¬ 
nerous  that  Sort  of  Proceeding  is,  I  leave  the 
World  to  judge.  I  am  but  one,  and  will 
certainly  oppofe  any  fuch  Motion  in  my 
‘ 4  *  x  Place* 
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£lace,  tho’  from  the  Number  of  Civilians  in 
the  Houfe,  I  have  Reafon  to  apprehend  it 
will  be  to  little  Purpofe.  The  College,  a 
true  Ahna  Mater ,  has  dubb’d  moft  of  us 
Doftors,  and  has  been  more  wife  than  chri- 
ftian  in  her  Favours  of  that  Kind  *,  for  fie 
has  not  given  hoping  for  nothing  again • 

But  here  I  enter  my  Proteft  againft  all  De- 
figns,  that  may  any  Way  prejudice  fo  great 
and  illuftrious  a  Body  of  Men,  as  our  College 
of  Ployficians  are  -5  and  I  (hall  take  Care  to 
draw  out  the  Subftance  of  this  Argument, 
and  prefent  it,  in  (hort  Heads,  to  each  Mem¬ 
ber  at  a  proper  Time  ;  and  am  not  without 
fome  Hopes,  that  Reafon  may  weigh  with 
them. 

In  the  mean  Time,  I  hope  a  worthy  Gen¬ 
tleman,  a  Member  of  our  Houfe,  will  Hand 
up  on  that  Occafion,  and  afiert  the  Rights  of 
a  Faculty,  which  he  has  enter’d  into,  and 
does  an  Honour  to  :  It  muft  be  remember’d 
to  his  Credit,  that  being  equally  (kill’d  in 
Phyfick  and  Civil  Law,  and,  perhaps,  in  Di¬ 
vinity  as  well  as  either,  he  chofe  to  com¬ 
mence  in  Medicine,  having  chiefly  qualify’d 
himfelf  for  that  noble  Faculty  by  repeated 
Travels,  and  enrich’d  his  Mind  with  many 
curious  Observations,  which  the  World  may, 
in  Time,  expe$  incredible  Benefit  from. 

If  any  Man  thinks  fit  to  reply  to  this  Ar¬ 
gument,  and  redify  any  Miftakes  in  it,  I  de¬ 
fire  him  to  preferve  his  Temper,  and  debate 
the  Matter  with  the  fame  Coolnefs  that  I 

have 
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haVe  done,  that  no  Blood  may  be  drawn  in 
the  Controverfy*  tior  any  Reafon  given  me 
to  complain  of  Civilis  vulnera  dextr <t.  As  Con- 
vi&ion  chiefly  engag'd  me  on  the  Side  of  Phy - 
ficians ,  fo,  infome  Meafure,  a  Senfe  of  Grati¬ 
tude  for  a  Faculty,  to  which  I  owe  the  Com¬ 
forts  of  Life,  and,  perhaps.  Life  itfelf,  ha¬ 
ving  receiv’d  from  it  unfpeakable  Eafe  in 
the  two  inveterate  Diftempers  of  the  Spleen 
and  the  Grout. 


F  I  N  I  S. 
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